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DISCORD IN D.C. 


Shutdown 
showdown 
may loom 


By Ed O’Keefe 
and Sean Sullivan 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON» President Don- 
ald Trump and top lawmakers 
Tuesday failed to craft the out- 
lines of a spending agreement 
as Democrats backed out of a 
planned meeting at the White 
House amid growing acrimony 
over a slate of year-end legisla- 
tive priorities, with a potential 
government shutdown looming 
over the negotiations. 

The impasse all but ensures 
another holiday-season stand- 
off over legislation designed to 
keep the government open and 
that also is expected to settle 
complex issues regarding immi- 
gration and health care. 

Failure to act in the coming 
days could bring a partial shut- 
down of government opera- 
tions, jeopardize health-care 
services for 9 million children 
and 370,000 pregnant women 
nationwide, and further compli- 
cate the fate of hundreds of 
thousands of children of illegal 
immigrants, known as dream- 
ers, who could start facing de- 
portation in early March. 

“We have a lot differences,” 
Trump said in the White 
House’s Roosevelt Room, 
flanked by empty chairs meant 
for House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, D-N.Y., calling Dem- 
ocrats weak on crime, immigra- 
tion and the military. Asked 
about the possibility of a gov- 
ernment shutdown this month, 
the president said: “If that hap- 
pens, I would absolutely blame 
the Democrats.” 

The breakdown in talks be- 
tween Trump and Democrats 
will put more pressure on Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell, R-Ky., and House 
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GOP tax overhaul advances. 
In a party-line 12-11 vote, the 
Senate Budget Committee 
advances the Republican tax 
bill to the full Senate. »12A 


Backyards may see 
a cottage industry 


A renovated carriage house, below, sits in the backyard of Denver residents Brian and Jenn 
Superka. The former garage, which the Superkas rent out, includes a living area, above left, 
and, on the second level, a remodeled bedroom, right. Denver Post file photos 


By Jon Murray 
The Denver Post 


arriage houses, ga- 

rage apartments, 

granny flats and 

backyard cottages 

have been, for de- 

cades, part of the fabric of some 

of Denver’s most established 

and well-off neighborhoods — 

offering a place to accommo- 

date family members or to rent 
out for extra income. 

But now accessory dwelling 

units, as they’re known in the 

city’s zoning code, are gaining 


new cachet in an unexpected 
place, offering a potential way 
to stabilize homeownership 
among lower-income resi- 
dents. 

West Denver is full of modest 
homes in neighborhoods that 
are among the last bastions of 
affordability for their heavily 
Latino and working-class own- 
ers. But in a fast-growing city, 
that stability is fading quickly. 

Those same neighborhoods 
— from Westwood and Athmar 
Park northward to West Colfax 
and Lincoln Park — are ab- 
sorbing some of the city’s 


steepest property valuation in- 
creases in new biennial figures 
issued by the assessor’s office 
earlier this year. 

Those higher valuations are 
set to deliver property tax hikes 
in January on the order of 15 to 
30 percent — a shock to bud- 
gets that affordable-housing 
advocate Renee Martinez- 
Stone fears could push families 
on the brink out of Denver. 

Martinez-Stone, a redevelop- 
ment strategist who has 
worked on the Stapleton re- 
birth, aims to bring the cottage 
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KOREAN MISSILE TEST 


D.C. 
may 
be in 
reach 


By Anna Fifield 
The Washington Post 


North Korea launched 
what appears to be another 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile, the Pentagon said 
Tuesday, with experts calcu- 
lating that the U.S. capital is 
now technically within Kim 
Jong Un’s reach. 

The launch, the first in 
more than two months, is a 
sign that the North Korean 
leader is pressing ahead with 
his nation’s stated goal of be- 
ing able to strike the United 
States’ mainland and is not 
caving in to the Trump ad- 
ministration’s warnings. 
The missile logged a longer 
flight time than any of its 
predecessors. 

“We will take care of it,” 
President Donald Trump 
told reporters at the White 
House after the launch. He 
called it a “situation we will 
handle.” 

Trump has repeatedly said 
military options are on the 
table for dealing with North 
Korea, suggesting time has 
run out for a diplomatic so- 
lution to the nuclear prob- 
lem. 

A growing chorus of voic- 
es in Washington is calling 
for serious consideration of 
military action against 
North Korea, although this is 
strongly opposed by South 
Korea, where the Seoul met- 
ropolitan region — home to 
25 million people — is with- 
in the range of North Korean 
artillery. 

And Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson said Tuesday that 
“diplomatic options remain 
viable and open, for now.” 
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DENVER & THE WEST 


POLL: MORE IN STATE 
DISLIKE TRUMP 


A new survey finds that 64 percent of 
Colorado voters have an unfavorable 
view of the president. »2A 
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FEWER WATCH LATE 
DENVER NEWSCASTS 


All of Denver’s late newscasts suffer 
double-digit declines in viewership in 
the November ratings sweeps. »9A 


NATION 


TRUMP WILL LAY OUT 
PLAN FOR MONUMENT 


The president next week will 
announce a plan to cut the size of 
Bears Ears in Utah. »12A 


WORLD 


POPE DEMANDS 
RIGHTS IN MYANMAR 


Pope Francis said Tuesday that 
Myanmar’s future depends on rights 
for all, but omits “Rohingya.” »13A 
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CYBER MONDAY DEAL 
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24-hour AAA Roadside Assistance is with you 
in any car, any place, any time. 


Colorado 


For A Full Year Membership 


Join online at AAA.com 


Valid through November 30. New members and Colorado residents only. 


